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Who was Danish symphonic prog rock band ACHE's most rhythmically important musician? 
 
If we mean rhythmic importance in ACHE’s actual musical architecture, rather than simply who was the 
most prominent musician, I would single out drummer Glenn Fischer. 

Fischer was the primary rhythmic engine of the original ACHE.  
His importance went beyond keeping time: 

 He supplied the propulsion that allowed Finn Olafsson’s guitar and Peter Mellin’s Hammond organ 
to stretch into ACHE’s elaborate, symphonic passages.  
 

 His drumming could be forceful, highly articulated and structurally dramatic, helping define 
changes of mood, tempo and intensity.  
 

 His interaction with Torsten Olafsson’s bass created the fundamental rhythmic framework on 
which much of ACHE’s music rested.  
 

 In pieces such as “De Homine Urbano” and “Anders Ands Begravelse,” the rhythm section is not 
merely accompaniment—it is an active part of the composition.  

I would therefore distinguish the four roles roughly like this: 

Glenn Fischer — rhythmic engine 
Torsten Olafsson — rhythmic foundation and harmonic/structural anchor 
Peter Mellin — harmonic/sonic powerhouse 
Finn Olafsson — melodic and textural/expressive lead voice 

The particularly interesting point is that Fischer and Torsten together constituted ACHE's rhythmic core. 
Fischer generated the kinetic movement, while Torsten's bass gave that movement weight, direction and 
harmonic grounding. 

So, if forced to name one musician:  
Glenn Fischer was ACHE's most rhythmically important musician.  
 
But the distinctive ACHE groove came from the interaction between Fischer and Torsten Olafsson, rather 
than from the drummer in isolation. 


